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The Netherlands:
European Financial Centre



The Netherlands

million
consumers
within 300 miles

million
consumers
within 600 miles

 Capital: Amsterdam, the 
country’s largest city is also 
its financial and cultural 
centre, home to the 
second-largest port in the 
Netherlands and Schiphol 
International Airport

 Currency: euro
 Surface area: 33,800 sq km
 Unemployment rate: 5.5% 

(average 2007-2015)
 Population: 17.0 million 

(July 2016)
 GDP per capita: 38,429 

euros (IMF 2015)
 Moderate inflation: 1.3% 

(average 2007-2015)



Amsterdam
 Historically centre of Financial activities
 Home to strong financial industry
 A top level international financial services 

and business centre (> 50 International 
banks)

 Strong legal and fiscal environment
 Outstanding Real Estate opportunities
 Excellent connections to all major cities 

around the world
 Talented, multilingual and highly skilled 

labour force
 Amsterdam is a cultural hotspot and hosts 

a vibrant international  community
 Great range of international schools



European trends
1. The proxy war between Russia and 

the US in Syria intensifies
2. Hardening of attitudes to refugees
3. The slow erosion of consensus on Russia
4. Britain re-enters Europe…
5. …as European solidarity erodes
6. Europe’s mainstream becomes populism
7. The nihilistic trend in extremist Islam
8. Germany becomes the US…
9. …as the US becomes Germany
10. The rise and rise of geo-economics…
11. …except in Russia
12. No hard landing for China
13. Turkey’s return to the West

The Netherlands is not the only one that aim to become 
THE European Financial HUB
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A. Business environment

The Netherlands is home to:

53 banks and 43 branches of credit institutions  

established in EU countries, and 4 branches of  

credit institutions established in non-EU countries  

(2016Q2)

186 life- and non-life insurance

companies  (2016Q2)

298 pension funds (2016Q2)

Dutch Financial Sector: Assets Under Management

Dutch Banks:

€2.6 trillion

Dutch Pension Fund Industry:

€1.3 trillion

Dutch Insurance Companies:

€505 billion

Dutch Investment Funds:

€767 billion
Source: Dutch CentralBank

Facts & figures regarding the financial and business services industry in the Amsterdam 
Metropolitan Area

• Largest cluster in the Amsterdam Metropolitan Area

• 25% of the regional economy (gross domestic product of the region)

•  255,000 jobs

• 19% of the employment market

Source: 2016 Economic Outlook of the Amsterdam Metropolitan Area



A. Business environment
1. Stable environment
2. Economic boosting .. maritime finance centre?
3. Good commuting possibilities
4. Good office locations
5. Presence of

• clearing houses
• international law and accountancy firms
• International education

6. Leisure & sports well organised



B. Technology & Innovation



B. Technology & Innovation
7)Excellent digital connections
8)Breeding ground for Innovations

• Start-up bootcamps
• Parallel exchange market

9)Strong focus on Fintech (Blockchain, Crowd 
Funding, Payments&Clearing)



C. Sustainability PLANET

PEOPLE





C. Sustainability
10.Focus on circular economy and a sustainable 

supply chain
11.Ensure that food and energy supplies are 

guaranteed for future generations
12.Create good conditions for all people of the 

working population
13.Establish a pleasant and healthy environment
14.Consider to apply with the GRI (Global Reporting 

Initiative) standards



D. Politics
15. Enabling laws
16. Fiscal regime (Special tax regime for expats)
17. A stable political environment
18. Solid Financial supervision and licensing
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E. Communication
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E. Communication



E. Communication



E. Communication
19. Stimulate associations

• Dutch Bank Association
• Foreign Bankers’ Association
• Holland FinTech
• Sustainable Finance Lab
• Dutch Association of Insurers
• Dutch Fund and Asset Management Association

20.“Cést le ton qui fait la musique!”



Thanks for your attention!

Ruud W.M. Nijs
TheRockGroup
Expert Finance & Banking
Ruud.nijs@therockgroup.biz
Mobile: +31622413774
Skype: ruud.nijs
www.therockgroup.biz

mailto:Ruud.nijs@therockgroup.biz
http://www.therockgroup.biz/
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